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Using the Ne'Nspaper
in the Classroom:
Ten Creative Activities
Dr. Nicholas P. Criscuolo

receives either the norning or afternoon
newspaper once a week. After teachers
conduct a variety of activities using the
newspaper, the students are allowed to keep
it -- thus fostering the price of ownership
concept.
What are some creative activities
teachers can use which are newspaper-based
and appeal to children?The remainder of this
article will describe briefly ten ideas which
have proved successful in enriching and
reinforcing reading ski I Is.
1. Newspaper ads give a great deal of
information about almost anything one needs
to buy -- from cars and horses to a guitar or a
dog. Ask the children to watch the For Sale
columns to find something they wish to own. If
they have something they no longer need,
help them write an ad to sell it.
2. Have primary grade children look at a
full-page grocery ad and find the three least
expensive items on the page. Grocery ads use
adjectives, to describe their products to make
them more appealing. Many of these words
appeal to the senses. Have the children look
at a page of grocery ads and see if they can
find such words and circle them. For example:
red (appeals to sight), sweet (taste), fresh
(appeals to most of the senses).
3. Ask the children to look through the
newspaper and find a picture of an object
that each member of the family might find
useful. Let them tell you to whom each object
would be useful, and how it would be useful.
4. Have the children look through the
newspaper and circle the names of cities,
states, countries and bodies of water. Get
them to divide a sheet of paper into four
columns and label those four categories at
the head of each column. Have them write the
words in the proper columns. Then ask them if

It has been estimated that approximately
eighty percent of elementary classrooms use
a basal reader as the major vehicle for
reading instruction. Since the days of Dick
and Jane, there have been many changes in
the format and design of basal readers.
Although their use is frequently criticized in
the I iterature, they do have broad-based
appeal for many youngsters who read them.
Publishers have made vast improvements
in the content of basal readers and many
teachers find that the Teachers Manuals
accompanying a particular series contain
many useful and practical ideas for
developing important reading skills .
One major concern, however,
surrounding the use of basal readers is that
some teachers use them to the exclusion of
other appealing materials such as kits, trade
books and other worthwhile material. In
working with classroom teachers, I find that
the newspaper is one of the most valuable
teaching resources a teacher can use. The
contents are timely. Youngsters consider the
newspaper as an adult medium and its varied
content has something for everyone.
In the New Haven public schools, every
youngster in the third, fifth and seventh grade
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they have been to any of these places. Ask
where they would like to go and why?
5. Have the children find a Lost and
Found ad that they think has an interesting
story behind it. Discuss with them what might
have happened before the ad was placed
and what might happen now. Let them
pretend that they are the animal or thing that
was lost and write a story about what
happened.
6. Select several news items from the
paper and cut off the lead paragraph. Ask the
children to exchange items among
themselves and to write a new lead
paragraph for the news items. After this is
done, have them compare their paragraphs
with the original.
7. Have each student select unfamiliar
words from the newspaper and keep a record
of the words and their definiti'ons. Words can
be chosen from any part of the newspaper,
and each student should contribute a word to
a vocabulary/spelling list for the entire class.
These vocabulary words can also form the
basis for some good creative writing
exercises.
8. Most children enjoy reading about
their favorite TV and movie stars, sports
heroes and government officials in the
newspaper. Ask the children to select one
celebrity and to watch the paper every day
for articles or items which tell about the
exploits of the person they selected. These
clippings can be pasted into a scrapbook and
shared with other members of the class.
9. Some of the words in use today have
only existed for a few years "biodegradable," for instance, and
"multimedia." The meanings of others, like
"charisma," have changed as the result of
events. Have the child find words in the
newspaper which have been created as a
result of news events or developments in
science and technology. Ask the students to
think of new words which might be in use a
decade from now.
10. Editorial cartoons appearing in
newspapers should be rnllected by the
children for one or two weeks. Encourage
each student in the class to take a stand on
one of the issues presented in the cartoons
and write a persuasive editorial expressing
his/her particular point of view on an issue.

Although there is broad application for
using the newspaper in the classroom, there is
another dimension for its usage which we
often overlook. That is the home connection.
After a parent-teacher conference, parents
often ask what materials they can use at home
to help their children in reading. A good
answer to this question is the newspaper since
it is inexpensive and comes into so many
homes.
There are many ways parents can use the
newspaper with their children. The author has
written a parent brochure published by IRA
entitled "You Can Help Your Child in Reading
by Using the Newspaper." It is now available
in Spanish and French and offers many tips
on how parents can use this resource at home.

Single copies of this brochure are free
upon request by sending a #10 selfaddressed, stamped envelope to:
"Newspaper Brochure", International
Reading Association, 800 Barksdale Road,
P.O. Box 8139, Newark, Delaware 197148139. Quantities of 100 are available at a
cost of $5.00 per 100 from the same address.

24

u

I-'

1-1

(/)

,,0

u
v

a
I t-'

0

~

C

...u
(j)
(/)

0
~

<11

......
\._)

)

0

:J

f

.£
1-4

lJ'.

..,p-

n
I-'

-...£

(1

f

- -- -0

C

p

z.
t.J

;o

·u

~

l,J

-...,,J

0

-u

.~

,....

l

-I
;;;;, v) 0

1

1-1

-•

0

"t,. I- •
,f

',j

J
(I'

0
,l'..I
(.,)

H

jJ

U1
0

